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CA2S SHARK BYTES
Dec 2009

Our thoughts and prayers go out for
Sue Midkiff.  She’s in the hospital
recovering from stomach surgery.

iWing report on page 8.  Check out
the great time at the Los Altos Light
Parade on pages 5, 6 and 7.

Sharky has a friend (at least for
awhile).  I think he likes the old
crow…. Story on page 8.

Next
Chapter Meeting

Saturday, December 19
Hometown Buffet @

McCarthy Ranch, Milpitas
     Breakfast @ 8 AM

     Meeting @ 8:45 AM

Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Region F / California District

Chapter CA2S
Silicon Valley Wings

What’s in this issue:

CD News: Page 2

ACD News: Page 3

Chapter News: Page 8

Our Sponsors: Page 9

DD News: Page 10

Calendar: Pages 12-13

Chapter Contact Info: Page 15
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Well, here we are in December already….and
of course we all have our Christmas shopping
done, right? No? Well you better get in gear
and “gitter  done”. Did anyone actually see
November go by? I have never seen a month
fly by so fast.

A big thanks to Jim Carr for putting together
what I heard were two great impromptu rides.
One to Colombia and the other up Mt.
Hamilton and over to Pea Soup Andersons for
some split pea soup. Some great pictures are
on the website for all of us who didn’t make
the rides. Lots of smiling faces can be seen
just to make us envious.

We had another great turnout for the Los
Altos light parade. We were the hit of the
parade (as always). The bikes were decked
out with more lights than can be imagined.
Such creativity and showmanship. I want to
thank all those who showed up and made this
such a great event. We look forward to it
every year.

Now is the time to start thinking about 2010
and the places that we would like to ride and
see. We will be scheduling our annual ride
calendar planning day very soon. So, put on
your thinking hats and come up with some
fresh ideas for next year’s rides.

Also, along those same lines, we need to know
who is interested in a “After Holidays” party and
get together. If you have any ideas on this, please
let me know. We would need a place to
meet…..home, restaurant etc. and some planning
on activities and gifts.

You know how you never miss something until
you lose it? There is sure a big, empty hole in the
chapter’s heart with John and Debbie Watt
moving to the Sacramento area. They were such
an integral part of CA2S. We give them a special
“thank-you” for all the times they opened their
home to the chapter and were always there when
any of us needed a hand. In fact, John was the
founder and leader of the now famous “Cow Pie
Ride” and with Debbie have participated in the
Los Altos Light Parade 12 years in a row. At the
time this article goes to press, I am hoping it will
be 13. What an example to follow. They are and
forever will be valued members in good standing
of Chapter CA2S. Thanks, John and Debbie, for
all you have done and good luck and blessings in
this new chapter of your lives. We are waiting
patiently to try out the RV pad at your new place.

One more reminder, please don’t forget to harass
Jim Carr in the few weeks he has left in possession
of the WING NUT. He earned this prestigious
award when he was leading the group on a ride
and his radiator hose came loose at 65 mph and
sprayed everyone’s windshields with coolant. So,
give him a call when you can. It’s for a good
cause. Each dollar goes to the Pediatric Brain
Tumor Foundation. Remember, this IS the season
for giving.

Merry Christmas to each and everyone from us
and may you each receive your wishes. Blessings
to you and yours,

grandpoohBOB and I.Wing

Chapter Director’s Message
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Chapter Wassup
By Michael Melby, CA-2S ACD

November Chapter Meeting
Chapter CA-2S

The November chapter meeting was held
on the scheduled date, November 21, which was
the 3rd Saturday of the month.  The month being
November.  The meeting was held at the
HomeTown Buffet in Milpitas, where the new
breakfast price of 6 bucks is a nice change from
the rising prices we find in everything else we do.
It was a nice day as well, sunny, clear, and cool.

We welcomed our visitors.  Kathy and
Lennie were with us from Chapter 2K; they were
also on their way to the motorcycle show.  Dennis
and Roberta Werner had come from Modesto and
Chapter 2N.

Our leader, the Grand PoohBob, worked
through the agenda like clockwork until things fell
apart at Birthdays and Anniversaries.  No one had
brought the list, so to be recognized you had to
fess up to being a year older.  We sang Happy
Birthday to Verdi over Doug's phone after Les
ratted her out.  Later she would be nominated for
the Wing Nut for not attending the chapter
meeting on her birthday.  Obviously poor
judgment on her part!

There was good participation in several of
the recent events.  The ride to Columbia is always
popular and well attended.  And there was some
serious work done at the workshop.  Following the
meeting, a large group headed for the International
Motorcycle Show.

Two of the biggest events of the year are
set for Thanksgiving weekend.  The Cow Pie
ride will take place, as usual, the Friday after
Thanksgiving.  The debate is whether to take the
BBQ on this ride, or expect everyone to bring
food ready-to-eat.  Then on Sunday, November
29, we'll participate in the Los Altos Light
Parade.  This is a fun event, and we're always a
hit with the crowd.

While the California District is still
finalizing the 2010 ride calendar, a couple of the
events already have entry forms available.  The
2010 Region F Rally is scheduled for May 27-30
at the Orange County Hilton Hotel in Costa
Mesa, California.  This is a good opportunity for
GWRRA members in California because Region
F is huge.  The biggie for the year, GWRRA
Wing Ding 32, will be held in Des Moines, Iowa,
June 30 - July 3.

Although Verdi was nominated for the
Wing Nut this month, Jim Carr was the nearly
unanimous choice for the award.  Here's a guy
who built his own trike and regularly hosts and
participates in the workshop.  However, while
leading a recent ride, his ride covered everyone
in coolant after a loose hose clamp caused a
coolant fountain.

Doug is on a roll.  After walking away
with half the pot at Chapter 2K last month, he
collected the 50/50 at Chapter 2S this month.

And that's the way it was.
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Mt Hamilton Impromptu Ride
Nov. 8
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Los Altos Light Parade
Nov. 29

Getting ready.

Before and After
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All lit up.
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and, Along the way….
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December
Birthdays

Hans Raub                7
Genny Chang 8
Mike Melby 8
Gary Mouldenhauer 18

Anniversaries
Mike & Mary Anne Melby 20
Virg & Sue Midkiff       24

CA2S News

 The Recuperation of I.Wing
Irene is on the mend. It is a slow and tedious
process as the nerves in her neck and arms
struggle to return to normal. She is still
experiencing the pain but at further intervals.
Time is the healer in this type of operation.
She is going to weekly therapy appointments
in Hayward. In fact, her therapist is using her
information in a case study since this type of
operation is not performed very often. Feel
free to give her a call when you can. Just that
simple act can really lift a person’s spirit. In
fact, we who are well can benefit from that
also.
_______________________________

Thanks from the Los Altos Light Parade
director:
 Dear All:
 Thank you to everyone for your participation
last night.  This was one of our best-attended
events ever, and all the feedback that has been
coming in today has been positive.
 In an effort to make the Parade even better
next year, I invite you to offer comments and
suggestions from the participant-side of
things; ie, pre-Parade communication and
notifications, staging, cuing, pacing during
the Parade, and end of route dissemination.
 I look forward to hearing from you.

Warm regards,
Angela

Light Parade Participants: Jim & Sherry,
Mike & Mary Anne, Ron & Kristie, Doug,
Danny, Larry, and Verdi...you all did a great
job !!!   GO CA2S!!!!

Something to Crow about:
Jim and Sherry went crow hunting at the
Chapter K meeting. They were assisted in
the daring escape by a couple of the
Chapter K members (who later were
nominated for the wing nut)
‘Kara Krow’ barely survived thanksgiving
in one piece because of the sacrifice of a
few "turkeys".
Bob Neitro (CD) insists he had no part in
the abduction [yeah right!]. The capture
was accomplished by a couple of renegade
CA2S members with their own
agenda........... and when they realized how
"tough" Krow meat is they decided to dine
on the turkey......

Check out the new photo gallery at the
chapter website.  Look under ‘About
CA2S’ for the link.
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And now a kind word for our sponsors:
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Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy Holidays to
you all!  JR and I hope that you will have the best holiday
ever receiving the best gift ever, spending time with friends
and family!  We will have a busy December with parties,
Mom and Dad’s 65th wedding anniversary, JR’s birthday
and our 24th anniversary, our daughter’s birthday and sister
Lisa’s anniversary, and we haven’t made it to New Years
yet, a day we usher in the new year and celebrate Lisa’s
oldest daughters 18th birthday!  Ok, I’m tired now ☺

This is our last article as your District Directors.  We want
to thank all of you for making our 3 years memorable, fun
and for all of the new friendships.  We are truly blessed to
have all of you a part of our Winger family and we love it!
You have enriched our lives and shared great experiences
with us and we hope you feel the same way.

As we were reviewing our goals that we set when we started
it made us feel really proud to know that through you we
have strengthened our chapters, created a TEAM, together
everyone achieves more, attitude, played more together
chapter to chapter, strengthened our education in both rider
education with an wonderful increase in seminar instructors
which will also strengthen Leadership Training in the future,
plus we graduated 5 new ARC (Advance Rider Course)
and/or TRC (Trike Rider Course) Instructors!  We opened 2
new chapters and the majority of our Chapter Directors are
Horizon Program graduates!  This is exciting stuff and it’s
because of you that we accomplished so much.

We must thank our incredible staff, as their tireless work
helped to create the atmosphere and activities that helped us
accomplish our District motto, “making a difference one
member at a time”.  This staff was the energy that kept this
district going, put on awesome District Rallies and
administered fun District games.  Each staff member plays
an incredibly important part in the District’s success and we
appreciate them so very, very much.  The extension of our
staff is the Chapter Directors, the member’s most important
contact with GWRRA.  We have been blessed to have
wonderfully dedicated Chapter Directors who had lead their
chapters well.  Keep up the great leadership, look for your
replacement, delegate and don’t forget to have fun!

We know that you are going to have wonderful leadership with
Bill and Rene Johnson! They are so excited to get started and we
are so grateful that this is true.  You become very attached to this
District and it is so comforting and exciting to hand it to folks
who share that same dedication to the members of GWRRA as
you have.  We wish you the very best Bill and Rene and JR and I
will always be available if you need us.

So next for us is leading Region “F”un.  We have attended the
New Mexico and Arizona District Rallies and started sharing the
fun that we have enjoyed here in California.  One of New
Mexico’s chapters learned all about the steal a mascot game when
Donna Pickens took their duck, WingNut, and brought him home
to California.  Donna gave WingNut back to his Mom and Dad
who gratefully accepted him home at the Arizona District Rally.
Donna handed him back wearing an Angel’s baseball uniform.
We had a surprise at the Arizona Rally when we were brought on
stage to play the Newly Wed game.  Oh my gosh, how
embarrassing!  Then we had a California COY who tried to join
the Arizona staff.  The comedy here is that Bob Sutherland, CA
version is the Tour Director for his chapter and Bob Sutherland,
AZ is the Tour Director for Arizona.  Bob went up on stage when
Garry Woo, AZ District Director, was calling his staff up to the
stage to thank them.  CA Bob went up when his name was called
and stood next to AZ Bob.  Folks knew CA Bob didn’t fit but no
one said a word.  So, I went up and retrieved my wayward COY,
CA Bob and brought him back to Su-Lin.  Then we all broke up
laughing.  Talking with Garry and Kerry Woo later, they told me
they just didn’t know what to do.  I told them to just go with the
flow and have fun!

So we are having a great time in our new position.  It is certainly
different and very much the same but we know that we’ll be
having loads of fun as we meet new Winger family members.
Our Region motto is: “making a difference and having fun one
member at a time”.  We’ve also changed our vests, going to a tan
vest to highlight the southwest with a beautiful embroidered
“sheriff’s” star for our new “F”un Region as there is a new
“sheriff” in town ☺

So we want to make sure that all of you come and join us at the
Winger Family Beach Party/Region “F”un Rally and West Wing
2, all that for the same event!  We will come together May 27-30,
2010 at the Orange County Hilton/Costa Mesa, CA. You can visit
the Region “F”un website for more information, www.gwrra-
regionf.org and a link to make your hotel reservations.

So everyone, we have enjoyed our time as your District Directors
and we look forward to continuing to serve you as your Region
“F”un Directors.  We thank you all again for everything and we
look forward to seeing you around.  Be good to each other, hug a
Winger and remember to smile.  Have a wonderful holiday and
Happy New Year!!!

Anita and JR Alkire
District Directors
GWRRA California
www.gwrra-ca.org

District Director Message
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A note from our District Couple of the Year, Bob and Su-lin

Hello!!!

May we introduce ourselves? We are Bob and Su-lin Sutherland from Chapter CA1Z located in Temecula.
We are your California District Couple of the Year. There may have been some of you who witnessed our
ascension to this position while at the District Rally back in August.  Did we have a blast or what?

Sue and I were truly honored and humbled that day. Being named the Chapter Couple of the Year was, in its
self, an honor. Becoming the District Couple of the Year, (henceforth
DCOY) has shed a whole new light on our commitment to GWRRA. Well it’s more like taking on more
responsibility.

There are a lot of you in the southern part of the state who know us. There are also a few of you from some
of the northern chapters that know us as well.

What Sue and I would like to do is for all of you to get to know us.

GUESS WHAT!! We are just like you. We love the ride; the fresh air; staying on the road as we pass an 18
wheeler going in the opposite direction on a two lane hwy at 80 mph; and trying to avoid disappearing into
POT HOLES. Most important are the people we share this adventure with. That’s YOU!..... People.

We have no idea where this adventurous path will lead us other then to the Regional Rally in May 2010.

This is the year that the whole administration changes at both the district and regional levels. Sue and I are a
part of that change. As with change, come new ideas and different paths to travel. As in the past you’ve
supported the staff and officers and that is what we ask of you now.

What is our goal? We want to come in contact with as many chapters as we can. We want to promote the
COY program as it is very fundamental in the GWRRA concept. We want to come to your chapter gathering
and disrupt them. We want to steal your mascots and send them to Japan. After all you can “blame it on the
stripes”.

We are looking forward to working with both district and regional staffs. We are also excited about
competing at the Regional Rally in May 2010. So join with us. Let’s raise the roof and let’s let the rest of the
region know that California is awakening to have FUN while having the KNOWLEDGE to do it SAFELY.

Aloha

Bob and Su-lin Sutherland
Ca. District COY
CA1Z Temecula, Ca.
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December 2009

Sunday Mon
day

Tues
Day

Wednes
day

Thurs
day

Friday Saturday

 1
Planning
Meeting
Meet at
Holders
Country Inn
6:45pm start
Dinner 6:00

 2  3  4  5

 6  7  8  9  10  11  12
Toy's for Tots
Meet at Vallco.
Leave at 4 PM.
Dinner after at Sonoma
Chicken Coop

 13  14  15  16  17  18  19
Chapter Meeting
Meet at Hometown Buffet,
212 Ranch Dr. “McCarthy
Ranch Shopping Center”,
Milpitas. Starts promptly at
8:45 AM, Breakfast 8:00
AM.

 20  21  22  23  24  25  26

 27  28  29  30  31
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January 2010

Sunday Mon
day

Tues
Day

Wednes
day

Thurs
day

Friday Saturday

 1  2

 3  4  5
Planning
Meeting
Meet at
Holders
Country Inn
6:45pm start
Dinner 6:00

 6  7  8  9

 10  11  12  13  14  15  16
Chapter Meeting
Meet at Hometown Buffet,
212 Ranch Dr. “McCarthy
Ranch Shopping Center”,
Milpitas. Starts promptly at
8:45 AM, Breakfast 8:00
AM.

 17  18  19  20  21  22  23

 24  25  26  27  28  29  30

 31
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association

Region and District Staff

Region F Director Neil Zack neil1947@aol.com 505-994-4150
Region F Director (Pro
Tem)

Melissa Eason (Executive
Director)

623-581-2500

District Directors Anita & JR Alkire Jralkire@cox.net 858-922-2251
District Educators John & Joan Garrett john@garrett.bz 951-679-4987

Chapter CA2S Staff Members

Chapter Directors Bob & Irene Neitro truhubby814@sbcglobal.net 408-934-0408
Ass’t. Chapter Directors Mike & MaryAnne Melby melbywing@comcast.net 408-963-8392
Chapter Educator Ron Green rgreen701@gmail.com 408-262-8180
Chapter Couple (COY) John & Debbie Watt wingwatt@aol.com 408-287-4147
Chapter Individual (IOY) John Raser john.raser@gmail.com 408-268-0367
Tour Director Ron Green rgreen@cisco.com 408-262-8180
Newsletter Editor Danny Shewey fixitdano-gw1500@yahoo.com 408-729-0548
Treasurer Douglas Loyd ddloyd@cwnet.com 408-259-8334
Photographers Mike Melby melbywing@comcast.net 408-963-8392
Web Master John Raser john.raser@gmail.com 408-268-0367
Chapter Store Verdi Jercha vjwinger@yahoo.com 408-247-1701
Membership Coordinator Jim & Sherry Carr supervalk1@aol.com 408-506-2553
Ride for Kids
Collection Manager

Douglas Loyd ddloyd@cwnet.com 408-259-8334
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OUR REGULAR MEETING PLACES

Monthly Meetings—The third Saturday of each month. The meeting starts promptly at 8:45
AM, and is usually over by 10:45 AM. Hometown Buffet, 212 Ranch Dr. (408) 935-0893
“McCarthy Ranch Shopping Center”, Milpitas. Business meeting, Safety Talk, 50/50 raffle,
General camaraderie.  Any rider of Honda Gold Wing and Valkyrie motorcycles, or anyone
who just loves to ride.

TGIF – Beginning Jan 2009, these rides have been suspended for awhile.

Rides going NorthEast - Mervyn's parking lot on E. Calaveras Blvd. Milpitas (hwy 237 &
680)

Rides North to SF - Mercado Theater Santa Clara on Frontage Rd. off Great America
Parkway. This is the meeting place for rides that take us North along Hwys 101 or 85 (San
Francisco, Marin, Eureka).

Rides South - Holiday Inn at Bernal Rd and 101 South.

Disclaimer: Please note all meetings are subject to change, both in location and times to meet.
If you are interested in a ride or event and have questions, please call or email any staff member
noted in the newsletter or on the web. http://www.ca2s.org.
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Meeting Date  & Time Chapter Meeting Location

1st Saturday  9:14 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM

Ca1A Greenhouse Cafe, 1169 Commerce Ctr Dr., Lancaster

3rd Sunday  8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00AM

Ca1D Elks Lodge, 8108 E. Alondra Blvd., Paramount

2nd Saturday  8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Ca1F Broken Yolk Café, 1851 Garnet Ave., San Diego

1st Sunday  8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Ca1I Covina Bowl, 1060 W. San Bernardino Rd., Covina

Last Saturday, 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM

Ca1K Lulu's Café, 16900 Roscoe Blvd., Van Nuys

2nd Saturday  8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Ca1L IHOP Restaurant, 212 Madonna Rd, San Luis Obispo

2nd Sunday  9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Ca1M Elks Club, 2055 Elks Drive, San Bernardino

3rd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM

Ca1N Grandma BB's, 539 Vista Bella, Oceanside

2nd Sunday  8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30AM

Ca1Q Hof's Hut, 7005 Knott Ave., Buena Park

1st Sunday  8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:00  AM

Ca1R Knowlwoods Restaurant, 14952 Sand Canyon, Irvine

3rd Saturday  8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Ca1S Carrow’s Restaurant, 2401 Harbor Blvd, Ventura

3rd Sunday  8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30  AM

Ca1V Grumpy Golfer, 14144 Green Tree Blvd.  Victorville

1st Sunday  8:30 AM Ca1Y Bakers Square, 936 North H St, Lompoc

1st Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Ca1Z Home Town Buffet, 40390 Margarita Rd., Temecula

1st Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Ca2A Neilson's Restaurant, 137 S. M St., Tulare

3rd Sunday 8:45 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

CaC Denny’s Restaurant, 7900 Collegetown Dr, Sacramento

2nd Saturday  9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:30AM

Ca2J Hometown Buffet, 2050 Diamond Blvd., Concord

4th Sunday  9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Ca2K Jack & Linda’s Country Café , 2390 N Texas St, Fairfield

2nd Saturday  9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Ca2N Pine Rest & Lounge, 19601 Hess Ave, Sonora

3rd Saturday  8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Ca2Q Athen’s Burger Rest, 6999 Dublin Blvd, Dublin

1st Saturday  10:00 AM
Breakfast 9:00 AM

Ca2R Sang’s Café, 131 Main St, Salinas

3rd Saturday 8:45 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Ca2S Hometown Buffet, 212 Ranch Dr. “McCarthy Ranch
Shopping Center”, Milpitas

1st Saturday  9:30 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM

Ca2W Brooks Ranch, 4131 S Chestnut Ave, Fresno

California Chapter Meetings and Locations


